Discussion Questions for One Summer: America, 1927  (August)

1. Of all the stories that Bryson tells in One Summer, which one do you find most interesting—   which  engaged you more than others? Which story most surprised you (e.g., President Coolidge’s four-hour work day)?


2. The summer began with Charles Lindbergh’s historic transatlantic flight, when he landed he    instantly became the most famous person on the planet. Much of the book focuses on Lindbergh. What surprised you most about him?
3. Of all the heroes covered in the book, which one(s)  impressed you the most? Disappointed you the most? Whom do you have the most sympathy for?  Was there one you despised? Explain why.
4. How did Ruth Snyder and Judd Gray bungle the cover-up of their murder?

5. What about Robert Elliott, America's top executioner—how would you describe him? What in his background shaped him to do his job? Would you want him as a father...or husband?

6. Bryson's trademark humor is on display in One Summer. What parts, in particular, did you find funny?

7. How much, if anything, have your learned from One Summer? Discuss the key events during this short period of time that made a difference in establishing America as a world leader.

8. Is there anything about the episodes in this book that mark them as distinctly American? Is there something that links them together in a way that defines the culture of this country?

9. The book has been criticized as "light"—lacking any deeper analysis—that it's merely a collection of disparate historical anecdotes whose purpose is to amuse. Hmmm... Do you agree...or disagree?  Can a book be entertaining as well as educational?
