Discussion Questions for Romantic Outlaws by Charlotte Gordon
1. For the people who voted for this book….what made you want to read it? Did it live up to your expectations? Discuss your answer.

2. What did you know about Wollstonecraft and Shelley before reading this book?
3. The book is written in alternating chapters between Mary Wollstonecraft and Mary Shelley? Why do you think Gordon chose to write this way?  Did you like it? Why or why not?
4. Gordon states that “despite Wollstonecraft’s premature death, her impact on her daughter was profound”.  In what ways did she illustrate this?

5. What did you learn about the time periods in which the book is set that you did not know previously? 

6. What were Mary Wollstonecraft and Marry Shelley’s most admirable qualities?

7. Do either of the Mary’s remind you of yourself or someone you know? Are “outlaw women” treated differently today than they were in the Mary’s time?

8.  If you could smack any of the people in the book upside the head, who would it be and why?

9. What scenes resonated most with your personally in either or positive or negative way? Why?

10.  In a New York Times article (Jan 24, 2016) it states that in the last decade, Frankenstein ranks #5 in how often texts are assigned in college courses.  Have you read it and if so, when? Why do you think it is so often assigned today?

11. In an interview, Gordon says, “sometimes I wonder what I would have been like if I had learned about Wollstonecraft and Shelley earlier, say in high school or college.  Would I have been braver? Would I have been better able to break rules that should have been broken?” React to that statement.
12.  In Romantic Outlaws, Gordon says, “by demonstrating how the denial of the rights of women is linked to other inequities in society, Mary (Wollstonecraft) anticipated modern theorists who argue that feminism has never been simply about “women’s rights” bit is about the societal injustice caused by patriarchy in all its forms” React to this idea thinking about the American story of Women’s Lib.
13.  What did you like/dislike about this book that hasn’t been discussed already?  Were you glad that you read it” Would you recommend it to others?
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